Report of CPA Task Force

n 1982 the Canadian Regional Council of

CPA agreed to set up a task force under
the chairmanship of the Speaker of the
Quebec Assembly, Claude Vaillancourt,
to have a fresh look at the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association and to see
whether it was fulfilling its mandate so far as
the Canadian Region was concerned. The
task force included Speakers Arthur
Donahoe of Nova Scotia, Harvey
Schroeder of British Columbia and John
Turner of Ontario, along with Keith Pen-
ner, chairman of the federal branch. Sub-
sequently, both Mr. Vaillancourt and Mr.
Schroeder resigned as Speakers and were
replaced by their successors in the
speakership, Richard Guay of Quebec
and Walter Davidson of British Columbia.
Mr. Speaker Donahoe presented the report
of the task force to the meeting of the Cana-
dian Regional Council on June 4, 1983.
Among other things, the report dealt with:
organizational structure, a regional secre-
tariat, the expenses for former members of
the international CPA executive, a Cana-
dian regional speakers’ conference, and
professional and technical assistance for
the Association.

It recommended that in future the
chairman of the Canadian Region be the
chairman of the branch hosting the upcom-
ing Regional Conference. Other members
of the executive would include the outgoing
chairman, two vice-chairmen representing
the branches nextin line tor future Regional
conferences as well as two Regional repre-
sentatives and the secretary-treasurer.
This reorganization would bring the execu-
tive structure of the Canadian Region into
line with that of the international CPA.

The Parliamentary Relations Secre-
tatiat at present provides services both for
the Region and for the federal branch. The
task force realized that a separate secretar-
iat would give greater autonomy to the Re-
gion and be in keeping with the general
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trend of the proposais. It concluded,
however, that the work of the Assaociation
does not yet require a full-time staff and that
a part-time secretariat might compromise
continuity.

It felt, therefore, that it is premature
to establish a permanent regional secretar-
iat, mainly because of the practical and
financial difficulties this would entail. The
tacilities ot the Parliamentary Relations
Secretariat have always been extended as
needed and will continue to be at the dis-
posal of the Canadian Region.

As far as additional professional and
technical assistance to CPA is concerned,
the task force recommended that the Cana-
dian Region continue to use whatever
sources the members find most appropri-
ate and not link itself to a particular organi-
zation on a long-term basis or by a blanket
subscription. “The Region and/or each
branch should contract with the many ex-
cellent groups from time to time as need or
interest arises.”

The task force had also been asked
to consider whether the Region should as-
sume any expenses in assisting former
members of the CPA international execu-
tive to attend CPA conferences. It con-
cluded that in the present economic cli-
mate, with the number of persons in this
category increasing, there was no justifica-
tion for providing funding for this purpose
from the regional budget. The task force
noted, nonetheless, that each branch is
autonomous and thus entirely free to pay
observers’ expenses from its own funds.

The task force recommended that a
meeting be held each year of federal, pro-
vincial and territorial Speakers to discuss
matters of their particular interest. It should
be held in addition to the annual meeting of
the Canadian Regiona! Councii and might
be extended to include Deputy Speakers
and perhaps clerks as well.
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New Chairman of the Federal
Branch

Louis Desmarais

The annual meeting of the Canadian
branch of CPA was held on June 14, 1983.
One of the items on the agenda was the
election of a new chairman to replace Keith
Penner who had held the position for three
years and was now a member of the CPA
international executive. There were three
candidates for the position. The winner was
Louis Desmarais.

Mr. Desmarais was first elected to
the House of Commons in 1979. He has
served as Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Labour and to the Minister of
State for Physical Fitness and Amateur
sport. A chartered accountant, Mr. Des-
marais has been on the board of a number
of large corporations, including Canada
Steamship Lines.



Fifth Atlantic Parliamentary
Conference

In 1978, the first Atlantic Parliamentary
Conference was held in St. John’s, New-
foundland on the invitation of the then
Speaker, Gerald Ottenheimer. Since
then, conferences have been held in New
Brunswick, Prince Edward Island and Nova
Scotia. The fifth Atlantic Parliamentary
Conference was convened once again in
St. John’s. Speaker James Russell hosted
a highly successful conference which

Speaker James Russell, (fifth from the left) with delegates and observers, 5th Atlantic Par-

liamentary Conference, St. John's.

brought together delegates from all four
Atlantic Provinces as well as CPA Regional
representatives Keith Penner and Speak-
er Gerard Amerongen from Alberta.

Mr. Penner made a presentation on
the recent changes in the rules of the
House of Commons in Ottawa, and Speak-
er Amerongen spoke about the Albertan
legislative intern program. Other topics on
the agenda included, the need for research
assistants for parliamentarians and the
Speaker’s control over question period.

Twenty-Third Regional Conference

The twenty-third conference of the Com-
monwealth Parliamentary Association was
held in Winnipeg from August 7-12, 1983.
The Senate, the House of Commons and
every provincial and territorial legislature
sent at least one representative to the con-
ference. There were also two observers
from the British House of Commons, and
one each from the legislatures of the Cay-
man Islands and Trinidad and Tobago. The
conference was opened by the Lieutenant-
Governor, Pearl McGonigal. Premier
Howard Pawley welcomed delegates on
behalf of the Manitoba Government.

For the first time in many years, a
regional conference was held while the
host legislature was still in session. This
made for an extremely hectic week for Man-
itoba Speaker James Walding, Binx Rem-
nant, Clerk of the House, Gordon Mackin-
tosh, Deputy Clerk and all members of the
organizing committee. However, everyone
who attended will long remember the
hospitality and friendship offered by them
and by all Manitobans. In difficult circum-
stances they succeeded in making this one
of the most successful regional confer-
ences.

The conference began with a rous-
ing Oxford Union type debate, chaired by
Newfoundland Speaker James Russell,
on the resolution that “pofitician is a dirty
word”. Supporting the resolution was Win-
nipeg journalist and broadcaster, Peter
Warren. His opponent was Speaker
Arthur Donahoe of Nova Scotia. Following
their opening statements and rebuftals
twelve other delegates (dubbed the “dirty
dozen” by Speaker Russell) participated in
the debate.

Prince Edward Island Speaker Mar-

Delegates and observers, 23rd Canadian Reglo
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ion Reid presided over a lively debate on
the resolution “that Canada is being need-
lessly balkanized by the increasing scope
and complexity of provincial residency re-
quirements”. Supporting the resolution
were Bev J. Harrison (New Brunswick)
and Jack Ellis (Federal Branch). Opposing
it were Huguette Lachappelile (Quebec)
and Bill Sweinson (Saskatchewan). The
resolution went to the crux of what it means
to be “a Canadian” and generated some
strong feelings among both debaters and
delegates.

The debate format was also used for
two other motions one of which was a reso-
lution that “conflict of interest law is an un-
necessary infringement of members’ priva-
cy”. Janet Koper (Alberta) defended the
motion, while Conrad Santos (Ontario)
spoke againstit. The final resolution was on
amotion that “government spending should
beincreased to provide an economic stimu-
lus”. Elie Martel (Ontario) defended the
motion while Tom Rideout (Newfound-
land) opposed it.

The debate format proved quite pop-
ular and stimulated general discussion. No
divisions were taken; and on a few occa-
sions debaters intervened after their pre-
sentation to make it clear that they had
agreed to support a position that did not
necessarily coincide with their own per-
sonal views.

Apart from the business sessions,
delegates had numerous opportunities to
learn about the history and culture of Man-
itoba. One afternoon was spent visiting the
Mennonite Village Museum at Steinbach
and the Suncrest Hutterite Colony near
Kleefield. Another was spent on board the
“Paddlewheel Princess” which travelled
along the Red River to old Fort Garry. In the
evenings there were opportunities to visit
some of the forty different ethnic pavillions
which constitute the “Folklorama” festival.
A pit barbecue at picturesque Kelburn Farm
owned by the James Richardson Company
was also one of the highlights.

nal Conference
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New Lieutenant Governors

n June Prime Minister Pierre Elliot

Trudeau announced the appointment of
two new Lieutenant-Governors, Robert
Gordon Rogers for British Columbia and
Frederick William Johnson for Saskatch-
ewan.

Mr. Rogers was born in Montreal on
August 19, 1919. He is a graduate of the
Royal Military College in Kingston and of
the University of Toronto. He served in the
Canadian Armoured Corps in Canada and
Europe during World War |l and took part in
the D-Day Invasion of France.

The Hon. Robert Gordon Rogers

A civil engineer, Mr. Rogers has
been Chairman of the Board of the Canada
Harbour Place Corporation since June
1982. An executive in the forest industry in
British Columbia since 1960, he was Chair-
man of the Board and chief executive offi-
cer of Crown Zellerbach Canada Limited
from 1975 to 1982. He is a member of the
board of a number of senior Canadian cor-
porations and active in business organiza-
tions related to the forest industry and the
Pacific Basin, including the Export Trade

Canadian Parliamentary Review/Autumn 1983

Development Corporation. A past vice-
chairman of the Pacific Basin Economic
Council, Pearson College of the Pacific and
United World Colleges and past chairman
of the Canadian Council of Christians and
Jews, he is the national vice-president of
the Boy Scouts of Canada.

The 24th Lieutenant-Governor of
British Columbia was sworn in by the Chief
Justice of British Columbia, Allan McEach-
ern, in a ceremony at Government House
on July 15, 1983. He replaces Henry Bell-
Irving, who is retiring.

In Saskatchewan the ceremony in-
stalling Mr. Johnson as Saskatchewan’s
16th Lieutenant-Governor took place on
July 6 in the Legislative Chamber.

Mr. Johnson was born February 17,
1917 in Staffordshire, England and moved
to Canada with his family in 1928.

The Hon. Frederick Willlam Johnson
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After teaching school in Saskatch-
ewan from 1936 to 1941, he joined the
Canadian Armed Forces serving in Europe.
Once discharged, he studied law and was
called to the Barin 1950. In 1965, Mr. John-
son was appointed to the Court of Queen'’s
Bench of Saskatchewan. He has been
Chief Justice of that Court since July 1977.

Mr. Johnson was chairman of the
Saskatchewan Royal Commission on Gov-
ernment Administration in 1964. He was
the first chairman of the committee
responsible for the building of the Sas-
katchewan Centre of the Arts. He has been
a member of the Council of the Canadian
Bar Association since 1965 and of the
Canadian Judicial Council since 1980.

Mr. Johnson replaces C. Irwin
Mcintosh as the Crown'’s representative in
Saskatchewan.

Federal and Provincial
By-elections

The new member of Parliament for Bran-
don-Souris is Lee Clark. The riding was
held for many years by the late Walter
Dinsdale. A native of Saskatchewan, Mr.
Clark is a history teacher at Brandon Col-
lege. He has been active in a number of
community organizations. The May 24 by-
election gave Mr. Clark and the Con-
servatives a two to one triumph over Liberal
and New Democratic Party opponents.

Lee Clark



By-elections for three seats in the
Quebec National Assembly were held on
June 20. The successful candidates were
all Liberals : Serge Champagne in St. Jac-
ques, Ghislaine Maltais in Saguenay and
Marc-Yvan Coété in Charlesbourg. The
largest margin of victory was in Charles-
bourg, where Mr. Coté, a former teacher
and a member of the legislature from 1973-
1976, won nearly 70% of the vote. In

Marc-Yvan Coteé

Saguenay Mr. Maltais overcame a 9,000
vote majority in the last election to win by
approximately three thousand votes. Mr.
Champagne won St. Jacques by only five
hundred votes but it marked the first time
the riding had gone Liberal in over 40 years.

As a result of the by-elections the
standings in the National Assembly are:
Party Québécois 73, Liberals 46, 2 in-
dependent and 1 vacant.

Serge Champagne
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Ghislain Maltais

Retirements and
Resignations

On June 24 the former speaker of the
Quebec National Assembly, Claude Vail-
lancourt resigned from the House to ac-
cept an appointment as judge of the pro-
vincial court for the district of Roberval. Mr.
Vaillancount was called to the Bar in 1969
and practiced law in Jonquiere. He was
elected to the National Assembly in 1976
and re-elected in 1981. He served as
Speaker from November 11, 1980 to March
1983.

To facilitate the entry of the new
leader of the Progressive Conservative
Party, Brian Mulroney, into the House of
Commons the member of Parliament for
Central Nova, Elmer MacKay, resigned his
seat in the House. Mr. MacKay had repre-
sented Central Nova for some twelve years
and won four consecutive elections. In
1979 he was appointed Minister of Region-
al Economic Expansion by Prime Minister
Joe Clark. Mr. MacKay was well known for
his interest in national security and trans-
portation issues. Since resigning he has
been working as an advisor to the new Con-
servative Leader.

On July 29, Senator George Mcll-
raith retired from the Senate at the manda-
tory age of 75. A lawyer, he was first elected
to the House of Commons in 1940 and was
sworn into the Privy Council in 1963. He
served as Minister of Transport, President
of the Privy Council, Minister of Public
Works, Government House Leader and
Solicitor General. Summoned to the Sen-
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ate in 1972, he was an active participant in
many debates and served as acting chair-
man of the Banking, Trade and Commerce
Committee.

A few weeks before his retirement
Senator Mcllraith appeared as a witness
before the Special Joint Committee on Sen-
ate Reform. He told them that the most
effective reform wouid be not an elected
Senate but for the government to fill the
numerous vacancies that have plagued the
Chamber for many years. Senator Mcliraith
received many tributes from his colleagues
in the Senate and former colleagues in the
House of Commons.

Maurice Lamontagne

Both Houses of Parliament were greatly
saddened by the death of Senator Maurice
Lamontagne at age 65 on June 13. Sena-
tor Lamontagne had a distinguished aca-
demic career as an economist at both the
University of Ottawa and Laval University.
He was first elected to the House of Com-
mons in 1963 and served as President of
the Privy Council, Secretary of State and
Registrar General. He was one of the
architects of Prime Minister Pearson’s poli-
cy of “co-operative federalism”. Summoned
to the Senate in 1967, he acted as Chair-
man of the Speical Committee on Science
Policy and most recently served as Chair-
man of Legal and Constitutional Affairs’
Sub-Committee on constitutional issues.
Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau praised
Senator Lamontagne as “a man of many
merits to whom we owe so much, both as
an intellectual and as a source of moral
leadership”. Bill Jarvis (Perth) said “we
have lost a distinguished Canadian and, |
think for most of us, a very warm and
endearing friend”.

Public Accounts Council

The fifth annuai meeting of the Canadian
Council of Public Accounts Committees
was held in Toronto July 10-13. Members
and staff of Public Accounts Committees
from the House of Commons and every
provincial and territorial legislature except
British Columbia were present.

Patrick Reid, MPP (Ontario), was
re-elected as President of the Council,
while Peter Pope, MLA (Prince Edward Is-
land), and Tony Penikett, MLA (Yukon),
will serve as Vice-Presidents for 1983-84.
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