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CPA Activities

The Canadian Scene

New Nunavut Speaker

On May 28, 2019, Baker Lake MLA Simeon 
Mikkungwak was elected Speaker of the Nunavut 
Assembly. Mr. Mikkungwak, who was elected in a 
secret ballot over MLAs Paul Quassa, Tony Akoak 
and Pat Angnakak, replaces former Speaker Joe 
Enook who passed away in March.

“Having served as Deputy Speaker for our late 
Speaker, I am deeply touched,” Mr. Mikkungwak 
said. “My colleagues, it’s evident that we will work 
well together on behalf of Nunavummiut. I also 
humble myself for being elected as Speaker.”

First elected in 2013 and re-elected in 2017, in addition 
to his role as Deputy Speaker, Mr. Mikkungwak also 
served as Chairperson of the Committee of the Whole.

Prior to entering politics Mr. Mikkungwak worked 
as an inspector for the Kivalliq Inuit Association, an 
alcohol and drug specialist for Nunavut’s Department 
of Health and Social Services, a court interpreter, and 
deputy mayor of Baker Lake.

New Alberta Speaker

Olds-Didsbury-Three Hills MLA Nathan Cooper 
was selected Speaker of the 30th Alberta legislature 
on May 21, 2019 in a secret ballot over Edmonton-
Manning MLA Heather Sweet, who served as deputy 
chair of committees in the previous assembly. Mr. 
Cooper, who at 39 is the youngest Alberta Speaker in 
more than 80 years, has a reputation in the Assembly 
for his sense of humour and his love of parliamentary 
procedure. 

Hon. Simeon Mikkungwak Hon. Nathan Cooper
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“I think the thing that I hope to do is strike the right 
balance of being a Speaker who has a keen sense of 
when to interject and when to allow the members 
of the assembly to continue in the cut and thrust of 
debate,” he told reporters, noting he would “try his 
very best Dad voice” when dealing with unruly MLAs. 

Mr. Cooper said he planned to apply the rules 
consistently while hoping debates would be “vigorous, 
thoughtful and amicable.”

While working to remain order in Assembly, Mr. 
Cooper explained that he did not view the legislature 
as a workplace like any other. “This is the peaceful 
way we do battle,” he said of Assembly debates. “We 
are doing battle for ideas in democracy.”

New PEI Speaker

Souris-Elmira MLA Colin LaVie was elected 
Speaker of the PEI Assembly on June 13, 2019 in a 
secret ballot over MLA Hal Perry. Mr. Perry became 
deputy speaker. Speaker LaVie, who replaces retiring 
Speaker Francis “Buck” Watts, said his admiration for 
Speaker Watts and other previous Speakers inspired 
him to seek the chair.

First elected as a Progressive Conservative MLA in 
2011, Speaker LaVie has won re-election twice. While 
sitting in Opposition, he served as critic for fisheries 
and agriculture, and as the Opposition whip. 

“I want to thank you all for showing me your 
support,” Speaker LaVie said following his election. 
“It’s a real honour to sit in the Speaker’s chair…. 
Everyone is equal inside these rails.”

A local lobster fisher, Speaker LaVie is very active 
in his community. He serves as Chief of the Souris 
Fire Department and is a long-time volunteer with the 
Eastern Kings Sportsplex. 

New Clerk of the Alberta Assembly 

On May 24, 2019, Speaker Cooper appointed 
Shannon Dean as the new Clerk of the Alberta 
Assembly. Dean, who is the first woman to be named 
to the position, replaces Merwan Saher.

After earning a Bachelor of Commerce from the 
University of Alberta in 1987, Ms. Dean attended 
Osgoode Hall Law School at York University and 
graduated in 1991.

During her more than 20 years at the Alberta 
Assembly, Ms. Dean has held numerous positions 
including Senior Parliamentary Counsel, Law Clerk, 
and Director of House Services. She also served as 
Acting Clerk following former Clerk Rob Reynolds 
retirement.

Noting her extensive experience working in non-
partisan roles for the Assembly, Speaker Cooper said 
he believes the Legislative Assembly Office should be 
“very pleased to work under the leadership of Ms. 
Dean.”

Hon. Colin LaVie
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Regional Executive Committee, CPA*
president
Yasmin Ratansi, Federal Branch

first vice-president 
Kevin Murphy, Nova Scotia

second vice-president
Ted Arnott, Ontario

past president
Myrna Driedger, Manitoba

regional representatives
Alexandra Mendès, Federal Branch
Jackson Lafferty, Northwest Territories
Kevin Murphy, Nova Scotia

chair of the cwp, canadian section
(Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians) 
Laura Ross, Saskatchewan

executive secretary-treasurer
Michel Patrice, House of Commons

Members of the Regional Council*
 house of commons

Geoff Regan, Speaker
Charles Robert, Clerk

alberta
Nathan Cooper, Speaker

Shannon Dean, Secretary

british columbia
Darryl Plecas, Speaker

Kate Ryan-Lloyd, Secretary (Acting)

canadian federal branch
Yasmin Ratansi, Chair

Rémi Bourgault, Secretary

manitoba
Myrna Driedger, Speaker

Patricia Chaychuk, Secretary

new brunswick
Daniel Guitard, Speaker

Donald Forestell, Secretary

newfoundland and labrador
Perry Trimper, Speaker

Sandra Barnes, Secretary

nunavut
Simeon Mikkungwak, Speaker

John Quirke, Secretary

senate
George Furey, Speaker
Vacant, Clerk

nova scotia
Kevin Murphy, Speaker
 Neil Ferguson, Secretary

ontario
Ted Arnott, Speaker
Todd Decker, Secretary

prince edward island
Colin LaVie, Speaker
Joey Jeffrey, Secretary

québec
François Paradis, Speaker
Simon Bérubé, Secretary

saskatchewan
Mark Docherty, Speaker
Gregory Putz, Secretary

northwest territories
Jackson Lafferty, Speaker
Tim Mercer, Secretary

yukon
 Nils Clarke, Speaker

Dan Cable, Secretary

*As of June 30, 2019
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Following Confederation, Indigenous Peoples in Canada 

faced various restrictions which prevented many of them 

from participating actively within the country’s 

parliamentary system. Enfranchisement was delayed for 

Status Indians and uneven across provinces when federal 

legislation extending voting rights was repealed.¹  

Systemic barriers brought about by the affects of centuries 

of colonialism, including poverty, racial prejudice and lack 

of adequate health care and education further limited 

capacity for participation. Moreover, the nation to nation 

understanding of treaty rights led some Indigenous 

Canadians to decline to exercise their right to vote or stand 

for office when enfranchisement was granted. Despite 

facing these kinds of barriers, Indigenous Parliamentarians 

have grown in number over the past few decades. 

¹ Indigenous Suffrage, The Canadian Encyclopedia. 
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/timeline/indigenous-suffrage
Graphic credits: Canada with Provinces - Single Color by FreeVectorMaps.com

Indigenous Parliamentarians Across Canada:
By the Numbers

The Association of Parliamentary Libraries in Canada has 

confirmed the following number of Members self-identify as Indigenous as 

of April 10, 2019. In the case of Yukon, which does not have a legislative 

librarian, its numbers were confirmed through the Yukon Legislative 

Assembly Office.

2.3%
2 of 874.3%

4 of 87

86%
19 of 22

63.2%
12 of 19

16%
3 of 19

6.5%
4 of 61

3.3%
11 of 336

12.5%
12 of 96

14%
8 of 57

2.4%
3 of 124

5%
2 of 40

NA

HOUSE OF COMMONS SENATE
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Canadian Region 

Commonwealth Parliamentary Association

Alberta 
Office of the Clerk  

3rd Floor, 9820-107 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta  T5K 1E7  

780 427-2478 (tel) 
780 427-5688 (fax) 

clerk@assembly.ab.ca 

British Columbia 
Office of the Clerk 

Parliament Buildings 
Room 221 

Victoria, BC  V8V 1X4 
250 387-3785 (tel) 
250 387-0942 (fax) 

ClerkHouse@leg.bc.ca 

Federal Branch 
Executive Secretary 

131 Queen Street, 5th Floor 
House of Commons 

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6 
613 992-2093  (tel) 
613 995-0212 (fax) 

cpa@parl.gc.ca 

Manitoba 
Office of the Clerk 

Legislative Building 
Room 237 

Winnipeg, MB  R3C 0V8 
204 945-3636 (tel) 
204 948-2507 (fax) 

patricia.chaychuk@leg.gov.mb.ca 

New Brunswick 
Office of the Clerk 

Legislative Building 
P.O. Box 6000 

Fredericton, NB  E3B 5H1 
506 453-2506 (tel) 
506 453-7154 (fax) 

don.forestell@gnb.ca

Newfoundland & Labrador 
Office of the Clerk 

Confederation Building 
P.O. Box 8700 

St John’s, NL  A1B 4J6 
709 729-3405 (tel) 
709 729-4820 (fax) 
sbarnes@gov.nl.ca

Northwest Territories 
Office of the Clerk 

P.O. Box 1320 
Yellowknife, NT  X1A 2L9 

867 669-2299 (tel) 
867 873-0432 (fax) 

tim_mercer@gov.nt.ca 

Nova Scotia 
Office of the Clerk 

Province House 
P.O. Box 1617 

Halifax, NS  B3J 2Y3 
902 424-5707 (tel) 
902 424-0526 (fax) 

fergusnr@gov.ns.ca 

 
Nunavut 

Office of the Clerk 
Legislative Assembly of Nunavut 

P.O. Box 1200 
Iqaluit, NU  X0A 0H0 

867 975-5100 (tel) 
867 975-5190 (fax) 

Ontario 
Office of the Clerk 

Room 104, 
Legislative Bldg. 

Toronto, ON  M7A 1A2 
416 325-7341 (tel) 
416 325-7344 (fax) 

clerks-office@ola.org 

Prince Edward Island 
Office of the Clerk 

Province House 
P.O. Box 2000 

Charlottetown, PE  C1A 7N8 
902 368-5970 (tel) 
902 368-5175 (fax) 

jajeffrey@assembly.pe.ca 

Québec 
Direction des relations inter- 

parlementaires 
Assemblée nationale 

Québec, QC  G1A 1A3 
418 643-7391 (tel) 
418 643-1865 (fax) 

simonb@assnat.qc.ca 

Saskatchewan 
Office of the Clerk 

Legislative Building 
Room 239 

Regina, SK  S4S 0B3 
306 787-2377 (tel) 
306 787-0408 (fax) 

cpa@legassembly.sk.ca 

Yukon 
Office of the Clerk 

Legislative Building 
P.O. Box 2703 

Whitehorse, YT  Y1A 2C6 
867 667-5494 (tel) 
867 393-6280 (fax) 
clerk@gov.yk.ca


