CPA Activities:
The Canadian Scene

Observations submitted by an Ontario delegate to the 1993 CPA Conference in Cyprus.

Monday, September 6: The
opening ceremony went smoothly.
The President of the House of Rep-
resentatives Alexis Galanos, in his
address of welcome referred to the
importance of the discussion of the
role of the United Nations and to the
contribution of the Commonwealth
towards the implementationof U.N.
Resolutions and decisions. This is
obviously an important issue for
Cyprus; with Turkey defying re-
peated U.N. General Assembly and
Security Council Resolutions to
withdraw its troops. The Common-
wealth’s consistent support of Cy-
prus was acknowledged.

Canadian Senator William Doody
spoke about how delegates had
seen the consequences of the Turk-
ish invasion. He urged all CPA
members to encourage their gov-
ernments to support Cyprus’ initia-
tive. Canada was also represented at
the opening by Jean-Pierre Sain-
tonge, Speaker of the Quebec As-
sembly and President of
International Association of French
Speaking Parliamentarians (AIPLF)
called for greater cooperation be-
tween CPA and AIPLF in tackling
the challenges of assisting emerging
democracies.

The afternoon was the business
meeting of our organization and
featured, in addition to the custom-
ary annual report and financial
statement, a lively discussionon the
adoption of a new constitution.
Constitutions always seem to spark
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differing views. This debate was re-
solved amicably and successfully.

Tuesday, September 7: The
Opening Plenary featured speeches
by the President of Cyprus, Glafcos
Clerides, Lady Chalker, UK Minis-
ter for Foreign and Commonwealth
Affairs and the Speaker of Lok
Sabha, India all of whom spoke pas-
sionately for the need to find a
peaceful resolution to the unhappy
situationin Cyprus. There weresev-
eral thought-provoking speeches
by delegates representing every re-
gion of the Commonwealth on the
general theme of the conference.

Later I attended the panel session
on the role of Commonwealth Par-
liaments in Promoting Equitable
Development between the Devel-
oped and Developing Countries. In
general terms it was my observation
that most developing countries ac-
ceptand in many cases welcome the
advent of aid being tied to financial
accountability and human rights re-
cords. These countries, however,
are not well served by receiving of
outdated equipment. Sharing infor-
mation, modern systems, technolo-
gies and human resources are as
vital to a developing nation as finan-
cial aid. It was a stimulating session
and one which helped to substanti-
ate the proposal which I would ad-
vance at Thursday’s panel session.

Wednesday, September 8: The
address in the morning by the Sec-
retary General of the Common-
wealth  Secretariat, Emeka

Anyaoku, was a sparkling highlight
of this Conference. This articulate
Nigerian provided a stimulating fo-
cus on the challenges facing CPA as
it attempts to assist both Common-
wealth and non-Commonwealth
countries who are trying to establish
stable, democratic parliaments. I
have no doubt that Mr. Anyaoku’s
combination of enthusiasm, deter-
mination and wisdom will mean
success for the Commonwealth's ef-
forts to assist. A lively question and
answer period followed the speech.
The difficulties confronting Fiji, Gi-
braltar, Hong Kong and Cyprus
were discussed, with requests for
renewed efforts by the Common-
wealth and where appropriate, the
UN to find acceptable solutions.

Theafternoon’s panel sessionwas
on the need for Commonwealth
Parliaments to integrate the per-
spective of women into mainstream
political issues. While the situation
varies from one jurisdiction to an-
other, in general terms women con-
tinue to be under-represented in
Commonwealth Parliaments. The
panel discussion offered sugges-
tions and challenges as to how socie-
ties could strive to achieve gender
balance in our parliaments as well
as providing women’s perspectives
on the issues which come before
parliaments.

Thursday, September 9: I felt
quite privileged to have an opportu-
nity to be one of the panel members
for “In a Time of Movement To-



wards Multi-Party Democracy.
What Is the Contribution and Fu-
ture of CPA?” This would be a brief
opportunity to propose a number of
initiatives for CPA to consider. 1
suggested that CPA organize and
mobilize volunteer Members, for-
mer Members, professional staff
and former professional staff in pro-
viding assistance in monitoring the
electoral process and the practical
assistance of establishing demo-
cratic parliamentary system of gov-
ernance. Our help should not be
limited to the Commonwealth. In
particular, CPA should be able to
respond quickly to requests from
former Soviet bloc countries and
Central America countries. In the
Commonwealth we have a vast res-
ervoir of talented human resources,
as yet untapped. There are 10,000
elected Members and likely at least
20,000 former Members and count-
less staff and former staff. It is not
hard to find the talent. The chal-
lenge is to organize effectively. If
CPA demonstrates the will then the
next step is to blend our human re-
sources with the Commonwealth
Secretariat’s access to financial re-
sources. In world where turmoil
and terror, hunger and hatred areall
too common, not to share our in-
heritance of a peaceful parliamen-
tary system would be a crime.
Working together, however, we can
help to create a better world.

The session produced an excel-
lent response to my suggestions. I
am encouraged to proceed further
and will do so with great vigour.

The late afternoon featured a visit
to the divided city of Nicosia. The
Mayor of Nicosia met us and es-
corted us to a UN sentry post where
we could view, from a platform, the
other side of the wall, into the Turk-
ishoccupied portion of the city. I did
not realize that the city has been
deserted for 18 years. A once beau-
tiful capital city is nothing more
than rubble and ruins.

We were greeted at the Presiden-
tial palace by the President of Cy-
prus, Mr. Clerides. The outdoor
reception gave delegates an oppor-
tunity to discuss what they had seen
at the “green line” as well as the
Cyprus situation in general.

Friday, September 10: This is the
concluding day of the Conference,
with summary reports from the
panels, election of officers, resolu-
tions and closing ceremonies. The
Commonwealth is a source of
strength in the quest to create a
more peaceful and civilized world.
This Conference was valuable in
furthering such a worthwhile cause.
The challenges facing certain Com-
monwealth countries as well as de-
veloping democracies in eastern
Europe and Central America are
formidable. Yet the Commonwealth
has both a responsibility and the re-
sources to meet the challenges. This
Conference was a boost to the
needed efforts.

David Warner, Speaker

Ontario Legislative Assembly

New Speaker in Alberta

n August 30, 1993, Stanley S.
Schumacher, MLA for
Drumbheller was elected Speaker
by a secret ballot of the members.
He was born June 12, 1933 in
Hanna, Alberta and received his
educationin Alberta and at the Uni-
versity of British Columbia. ‘
He was first elected to the Legis-
lature in 1986, re-elected in 1989 and
appointed Deputy Speaker, and
Vice-Chairman, Select Special Com-
mittee on Constitutional Reform. In
December 1992, he was appointed
Chairman, Standing Policy Com-
mittee on Community Services. Mr.
Schumacher is a former Member of
Parliament for the constituency of
Palliser. He was elected to the

House of Commons in 1968 and re-
elected in 1972 and 1974.

Mr. Schumacher is counsel for the
firm of Schumacher, Gough and
Pedersen in Drumbheller. He is also
a member of the Drumheller Cham-
ber of Commerce, Drumheller K-40
Club, the Ranchmen’s Club, Cal-
gary, and Past Potentate Al Azhar
Shrine Temple. He was a member of
the Regional Advisory Committee
of Big Country Education Consor-
tium from 1980-85. He served on the
Executive Committee of the Diocese
of Calgary in 1985 and 1986. From
1955 to 1958, Mr. Schumacher
served with the Canadian Officers
Training Corps. §

Parliamentary Conference , PEI

The Fifteenth annual Atlantic
Parliamentary Conference was
held in Charlottetown, Prince
Edward Island from September
28-30, 1993. The Conference was
hosted by Nancy Guptill, Speaker
of the PEI Legislative Assembly.

The topics and lead speakers at
the conference included the follow-
ing: The State of the East Coast
Ground Fishery (Walter Bradley,
Newfoundland) the Delivery of
Hospital and Health Care Services
in the Atlantic Region (Greg O’Con-
nell, Nova Scotia), Education and
Discipline inour Schools (Reid Hur-
ley, New Brunswick) and Members
Services and Support (Lloyd Mat-

thews, (Newfoundland) *er
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